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October 11 
World Hunger Sunday 

 
October 15-16 

Tift Schools Fall Break 
 

October 16-17 
Soul of the Servant Retreat 

Norman Park 
 

October 24 
Sunday School Director Seminar 

Northside Baptist in Valdosta 
 

October 25 
Mell Baptist Annual Meeting 

& 
Joint Worship Service 

Northside Baptist Church 
 

November 1 
Daylight Savings Time Ends 

 
November 3 
Election Day 

 
November 23-27 

Thanksgiving Holidays 
Tift Schools/Tiftarea Academy 

 
November 25-26 
Mell Office Closed 

 
December 21—January 1 

Mell Office Closed 

The Mell Baptist Association exists to Encourage the Pastors, Strengthen the Churches, and to 
Build the Kingdom, for the Glory of God.  Established 1886. 

 

www.mellbapt.com   October 2015 
 
 

 
Psalms 111 

1.  
Praise the LORD! I will give thanks to the LORD with 

my whole heart, in the company of the upright, in the congregation. 
2.  

Great are the works of the LORD, studied by all who delight in 

them. 
3.  

Full of splendor and majesty is his work, and his           

righteousness endures forever. 
4.  

He has caused his wondrous 

works to be remembered; the LORD is gracious and merciful.  



Highlights 
Jason Jones, Associational Missionary 

 
 You may not have heard yet, but the biggest news coming 
out of the SBC is that the International Mission Board is cutting  
600-800  positions. Predicting a $21 million shortfall this year, 
brings the total overspending to $210 million over the past six 
years. David Platt, the trustees, and the leadership at the IMB 
have  decided that we must live within our means, because    
reserve accounts are being depleted rapidly, and overseas    
assets are being sold at an unsustainable rate. Pretty simple 
right, don’t spend more than you take in? However, we are not 
talking about a household budget, we are talking about sending 
the gospel all around the world! 
 So the plan to begin to deal with this crisis on their end is 
that they fully intend to continue to keep sending out new       
personnel, because there is a need to train missionaries that will 
replace ones that retire  normally. So this year, as well as next 
year, they intend to send out about 300 more missionaries. At 
the same time, they will be reducing current personnel. You can 
find this in the Christian Index or online at the Baptist Press, but 
they will be offering voluntarily early retirement to any missionary 
over 50 who has served at least 5 years. They will offer full   
benefits and severance where needed. As Platt said, “we want 
to be as generous as we can, to as many people as we can.” 
Right now, everything is strictly voluntary. Some of my friends 
overseas have   already received their papers for them to pray 
over, and see where God is leading them. The IMB is            
broken-hearted over this, and we should be too! Offerings are 
down, Cooperative Program gifts are down, and we should 
weep! 
 From our end, I think that there are certain things that we 
can  allow our brokenness to lead us to do. 1) We can dig a little 
deeper into our coffers and wallets. However, Platt         
acknowledged that this had been the strategy for a number of 
years now, and it was time to stop asking. So, they are not, but 
we should feel compelled. 2) We should pray. Pray that God 
would lead the missionaries in the way that they should go. 
Some of them may choose to stay, find secular employment in 
the country in which they serve, and become IMB volunteers, 
pray for that. Pray for those that God may lead to go home, that 
they find a place of service, and that readjusting is smooth. Pray 
for those that feel led to stay to be able to. Pray for the IMB to 
have wisdom to make  difficult decisions wisely; many of you 
know the pain of letting  employees go, especially good ones.   
3) We should go; go take their place in two ways. We should 
look for opportunities to go and make a living in other countries, 
and be incarnational missionaries. Also, as churches, you/we 
can adopt areas where missionaries have or have never been 
and partner there for extended period. You and another church 
may choose and area, and I ill teach you how to partner and go. 
To  rephrase John Kennedy, ask not what the kingdom can do 
for you, but ask what you can do for the kingdom. Rise up, 
church, and go! 
 “The only thing that it takes for evil to triumph is for good 
men to remain silent.” Let this situation provoke brokenness and       
passion. We must cast off our apathy, truly examine our hearts, 
fall in love with Jesus afresh, and love the nations like He does! 
 

Brother Jason 

Useful Links: 
 
Southern Baptist Convention 
http://www.sbc.net/ 
 
North American Mission Board 
http://www.namb.net/ 
 
International Mission Board 
http://www.imb.org/ 
 
Georgia Baptist Convention 
https://gabaptist.org/ 
 
Mell Baptist Association 
http://mellbapt.com/ 

Lifehouse Ministries Annual Banquet 
 

November 12, 2015 
UGA Conference Center 
Featuring: Gianna Jessen 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Make your reservations now: 229/402-3794 
larae@sgmlifehouse.org  

http://www.sgmlifehouse.org 

Operation Christmas Child 2015 
 

Collection Week: November 16-23 
 

 
Order free materials at samaritanspurse.org 

 
This year you may order deco shoeboxes for about $40 per 
100 count. 
 

Note:  Collection Center: Eastside Baptist 
For information, call Richard Gaines at 386-5799 or  

e-mail  occ@ebctifton.com. 
 

Help collect 25,000 shoeboxes from our area so 
that children and their families can experience 
God's love and salvation in Christ! 

 

Thanks so much, 
Richard 



CELEBRATIONS 
 

October 
 

Birthdays 
8  Britni Rowland 
9  Chad Hall 
 
 

Wedding Anniversaries 
3  Rev. and Mrs. Pete Jones 
8  Rev. and Mrs. Jim Donovan Jr. 
14  Rev. and Mrs. Jimmy Parker 
21  Rev. and Mrs. Gary Cadwell 
 
 

Church Anniversaries 
14  Jason Jones/Mell   2013 
24  John Hughes/FBCT   2005 
 
 

November 
 

Birthdays 
4  Gary Cadwell 
12 Kim Ashley 
13  Benji Rowland 
15  Kevin Kilgore 
24  Larry Layfield 
 
 

Wedding Anniversaries 
6  Rev. and Mrs. Steve Tucker 
12  Rev. and Mrs. Shane Ashley 
22 Rev. and Mrs. Brian Broome 
 
 

Church Anniversaries 
8 Jimmy Parker/Brushy Creek 2006 
 

Food Pantry 
 

2015 
 
 
 
 October   Oak Grove 
 November  Northside 
 December  OPEN 
 
 
 
 
 

Churches can reserve a month in 2016 now. 

 

National Sunday School Director Seminar 

October 24, 2015 (Saturday) 

Valdosta, GA: Northside Baptist Church 

http://www.lifeway.com/Event/Leadership-Training-National-Sunday-School-Director-Seminar-2015-Valdosta-GA 

 

For Your Information 
 

Beginning in January 2016, “The Christian Index” will no 
longer publish a bi-weekly print edition.  According to an 
article in the September 3rd edition, the final the Index 
will produce its final biweekly print edition on December 
24th.  The article states the reasons for this change is 
rising production and distribution costs coupled with de-
clining revenue from circulation. An electronic copy of the 
index will still be published. The Christian Index has been 
in existence since 1822. 

The conference will be from 7:00-10:00 on Friday night and from  
9 am - noon on Saturday. 
  
Cost is $35 if registering individually or $25 if registering as part of 
a group (15+).  Any church registering as a group will be          
considered one of the Host Churches and their pastor will be    
involved in the program (praying, introducing a speaker, or giving 
a challenge) and they will also be asked to serve as one of 
our decision counselors. 
  
Groups can register online at www.georgiamen.com  
  
Individuals can register at www.gerogiamen.com or come by NBC 
church office to register as a part of the Northside group. 

BCM Meal List 2015 
 
 

FALL SUPPER LIST 
 OCT 5  First Baptist Church of Chula 
 OCT 12  BCM 
 OCT 19  Fall Break 
 OCT 26  Crossview 
 NOV 2  Calvary 
 NOV 9  Mt. Zion 
 NOV 16  TyTy 
 NOV 23  BCM 



 Mell Baptist Association 
 400-A North Central Avenue 
 P.O. Box 1547 
 Tifton, GA  31793 
 RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 
 
 
 
 PH:  229-386-0865 
 mellbapt@friendlycity.net 
 www..mellbapt.com 
 Jason Jones, Associational Missionary 
 Cell: 229-339-1383 
 sabsp4hm@gmail.com 

Non-Profit Organization 
U.S. Postage Paid 
Chula, GA  31733 
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November—Vacant 
 

If you would like to host one of the quarterly events 
during 2016, please contact this office. 

 
Feb—May—Aug—Nov 

BCM NEWS 
Yesterday I was talking with a student that has been here 3 

years and I was telling her that she is an inspiration and             
encouragement to me.  When she got here I am not sure how much 
she heard during a BCM meeting because she ran her mouth the 
whole time during the meeting.  She was not very serious about her 
walk and was distracting to others.  But, I am amazed when I see 
what God has done with her heart in the past few years.  She now 
leads a small group at her church, helps with the kids and youth, 
leads a small group at BCM, and leads Thursday Bible study quite 
often.   She comes in the BCM several times a week talking about 
what God has shown her in her quite times.   It is my prayer that 
the freshmen we have today will grow like this is in a couple of 
years!  You prayers are working! 
 One Mondays we are concentrating on what it takes to stand 
up for Christ in this crazy world.  We have talked about prayer and 
studying the Word of God so far and are planning on talking about 
Spiritual warfare, confession of sin, sharing your faith, and serving 
others.  We are also talking about church attendance and         
membership and the importance of the church in your life.  On   
October 26 at 6:00 Jason Jones will be sharing about the            
importance of the church in your life.  It would be great if some of 
the local churches came and invited students to come to your 
church.  We meet at 6:00 on Mondays and will have supper so 
please come if you wish and invite the students to attend your 
church!  Please come if you can, especially if you have a college 
program at your church.  We hope to see a representative from your 
church at BCM this night! 

We are starting small groups this week.  This is a great 
time for them to share their spiritual needs and struggles.  These 
are good accountability groups.  We will be giving them Bible 
studies each week so they will have devotional materials to do each 
day.  We have quite a few in these groups and it is our prayer that 
these will begin a daily time with the Lord.  I can’t wait to see how 
God will change hearts as they dig deeper into the Word of God!  
Please pray for these groups and the leaders!   
Also, the deadline for summer missions sign up is Nov. 3rd.  That is 
early this year!  Most students don’t know what they are doing next 
weekend let alone a summer 8 months from now.  Please pray that 
those God is leading to apply will be obedient and go on and apply!  

This month has been State Missions month and I have 

been humbled by how awesome our state is.  Many states are    

closing positions and shutting down ministries but Georgia is still 

strong!  That is because of faithful people like you!  Thanks for all 

you do!  We would not be here without you!   Penny 

CWJC Highlights 
 
Great things are happening at Christian Women’s Job 

Corp, both academically and spiritually.  We recently had one of 
our participants to repent and accept Jesus as her savior and 
just today during bible study we had one to ask if she could 
share her testimony at our next study time.  We are looking   
forward to “A” sharing with us, you can’t imagine what a huge 
step this is. Her willingness to even consider sharing her story 
comes after a month of loving her, encouraging her, praising her 
and being her friend.  I remember the first time a teacher     
complimented her on a job well done, she replied that no one 
had ever praised her before, she is 24 years old.  Love is the 
best medicine one can ever receive.  Join us as we pray for the 
Holy Spirit to prepare her for a decision to make Jesus Lord of 
her life. One of our participants lost her grandmother today.  And 
for most of “K’s” life this grandmother was also mother to her. To 
add to the pain her grandmother had no life insurance and it is 
“K’s” responsibility to come up with a plan to bear this also.  Her 
resources are very limited but praise God, we are told in Psalms 
50:10 that her Father, “owns the cattle on a thousand hills”. I 
know He will meet this need.    

The academic testing this week showed much progress, 
this is so empowering to them.  We look forward to testing     
others in a few days and expect great results.   

Please continue to pray for CWJC, both our  participants 
and volunteers. 

 
Blessing,  
Martine J Hill, Executive Director 

NEWSLETTER ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

If a church or ministry wishes to share upcoming events or 
activities in the newsletter, please email the information to 
mellbapt@friendlycity.net before the 20th of the month      
preceding the month you want your announcement     
printed.  I will also include church announcements on our 
Facebook page and on our website. 



And let us continue to consider how to motivate one another to 
love and good deeds, not neglecting to meet together, as is the 
habit of some, but encouraging one another even more as you 
see the day of the Lord   coming nearer. (Hebrews 10:24-25) 

2015 
Mell Baptist Association 

129th Annual Session 
October 25, 2015 

5:00 P.M. 

Northside Baptist Church 

Ike Reighard is a man who has      
devoted his life to helping others 
transform ordinary living into an   
extraordinary life. Leaders from   

every field of endeavor have sought his counsel and    
wisdom. He is experienced in leading organizations 
through transitions and tough economic times in the     
private and corporate arenas. 
 
Ike’s mission statement reflects his life’s work: Helping 
Others Exchange Ordinary Living for An Extraordinary 
Life. Ike loves to inspire and to help breathe life into   
others’ dreams. 

Guest Speaker 
Dr. Ike Reighard 

Childcare will be provided for children up to age 5. 

 
 

All choir members and those who just 
enjoy singing are encouraged to join the 
mass associational choir and lead our 
family in worship. 
 
For more information on practice times 
and how to participate, contact Brian 
Broome at Northside Baptist Church. 

AGENDA 
 
4:30 Registration 
 
5:00 Welcome & Announcements 
  Call to Order 
  Organization of the 129th Session 
  Mell Association Business Meeting 
   
  Praise & Worship led by a mass choir of 
  Associational Churches. 
   
  Video Testimonies of Associational   
  Pastors 
   
  Guest Speaker 
  Dr. Ike Reighard 
 
  Adjournment  
 

 
Churches should submit the names 
of their delegates to the Mell office 
NLT October 21st.  The names of the 
messengers may be submitted via 
email to mellbapt@friendlycity.net. 


