
Planning Ahead 
 

February 10 
Racial Reconciliation Sunday 

 
February 14 

Mell Evangelism/Mission Team 
 

February 26 
Mell Encouraging/
Strengthening Team 

 
February 28 

Mell Executive Committee 
 

March 3-10 
Week of Prayer for  

North American Missions 
 

March 10 
Daylight Savings Time Begins 

 
March 14 

Mell Evangelism/Mission Team 
 

March 19 
Mell Ministers’ Meeting 

 
March 26 

Mell Encouraging/
Strengthening Team 

 
March 28 

Mell Administrative Team 
 

 
  

 
  

The Mell Baptist Association exists to Encourage Churches, Strengthen Churches, and Partner 
with Churches to Reach People with the Gospel of Jesus Christ. 

  
Established 1887. 

 www.mellbapt.com           February  2019 
 

Check us out on Facebook 

 

March 3-10, 2019 

Week of Prayer for North American  

Missions 



AM THOUGHTS 

 

 I have been asked more than once why Mell Baptist Association is 
named what it is. I assumed it was named after a person, but did not know 
anything about that person. I did some research and here is what I found. 

Patrick Hues Mell was one of the most influential educators and ministers in 
nineteenth-century Georgia. For almost fifty years he served as professor of 
ancient languages and chief administrator at Mercer University and 
the University of Georgia, and he also held leadership roles in the Southern 
Baptist and Georgia Baptist conventions. His greatest influence as a modera-
tor of numerous religious and educational assemblies earned him the designa-
tion "prince of parliamentarians." 

Born in Liberty County on July 19, 1814, Mell received his education from 
local academies until his entrance into Amherst College in Massachusetts in 
1833. He left Amherst two years later and served as teacher and administrator 
in various schools in the North before arriving at Emory College (later Emory 
University), in Oxford, Georgia. In 1841 Mell joined the faculty at Mercer 
University in Penfield as professor of ancient languages. In 1856 he took a 
similar position at the University of Georgia in Athens, becoming that 
school's vice chancellor in 1860. From 1878 to 1888 he was the chancellor of 
the university. 

A lay leader of Georgia Baptists, Mell dominated all aspects of his denomina-
tion. As a parliamentarian he was the moderator of the Georgia Baptist Asso-
ciation (1855-87), president of the Georgia Baptist Convention (1857-87), 
and president of the Southern Baptist Convention (1863-71, 1880-87). As 
pastor he served the Baptist church at Greensboro for ten years and led the 
congregations at Bairdstown (in Greene County) and Antioch (in Oglethorpe 
County) for thirty and twenty-six years respectively. As an author Mell pub-
lished the following books: Baptism in Its Mode and Sub-
jects (1853), Corrective Church Discipline (1860), A Manual of Parliamen-
tary Practice (1867), and The Doctrine of Prayer (1876). He also wrote arti-
cles and tracts on the subjects of slavery, Calvinism, and predestination. 

Mell provided brave leadership for the University of Georgia during the Civil 
War (1861-65) and Sherman's March to the Sea. In 1861 a group of volun-
teers organized a company known as the Mell Riflemen or Mell Volunteers, 
and Governor Joseph E. Brown appointed Mell as the unit's captain. The 
death of his wife that same year, however, left Mell with eight young chil-
dren, and he was unable to leave Athens. In 1863 he became colonel of a 
command to defend northern Georgia, frequently visiting camps 
in Savannah and Rome. 

Because of the size of his family and his dedication to his country churches, 
Mell declined several opportunities to leave the university. He and his first 
wife, Lurene Howard Cooper of Montgomery County, had five sons and 
three daughters. He and his second wife, Eliza Elizabeth Cooper of Screven 
County, had four sons and two daughters. Mell resigned from the Antioch 
and Bairdstown churches in 1878, when he became chancellor of the univer-
sity, but his influence continued. For years the Baptists from Greene and sur-
rounding counties labeled their district "Mell's Kingdom." 

Mell died on January 26, 1888, after months of failing health. 

https://www.georgiaencyclopedia.org/articles/arts-culture/
patrick-hues-mell-1814-1888 

 On November 3, 1887 seven churches formed the 

Mell Baptist Association with Patrick Hues Mell as its 

namesake. 

 
 
 

 
Tom 

Useful Links: 

Southern Baptist Convention 
http://www.sbc.net/ 

 

North American Mission Board 
http://www.namb.net/ 

 

International Mission Board 
http://www.imb.org/ 

 

Georgia Baptist Mission Board 
https://gabaptist.org/ 

 

Mell Baptist Association 
http://mellbapt.com/ 

 

Christian Index 
http://christianindex.org 

Community  News: 

REVIVAL 

Omega Baptist Church 

Feb 24-27, 2019 

Guest Speaker:  Rev. Randy Mullinax 

Special Music will be provided 

Services are: 

Sunday Morning 11 am 

              Sunday Evening    6 pm 

     Monday-Wednesday          6:30 pm 

 

      Everyone is invited to attend. 

Child Safety Workshop 

             When:   March 1, 2019 

 Where:  Northside Baptist Church 

                 200 East Park Avenue 

                 Valdosta, Ga  31602 

              Time:     9:30 am—-2:30 pm 

Join us in working proactively to protect 

children from Child sexual Abuse. 

Free Seminar—Registration Required. 

      For more information contact:   

 Khail@gabaptist.org 

                 

 Lunch will be provided. 

https://www.georgiaencyclopedia.org/articles/education/mercer-university
https://www.georgiaencyclopedia.org/articles/education/university-georgia
https://www.georgiaencyclopedia.org/articles/arts-culture/southern-baptists
https://www.georgiaencyclopedia.org/articles/arts-culture/southern-baptists
https://www.georgiaencyclopedia.org/articles/counties-cities-neighborhoods/liberty-county
https://www.georgiaencyclopedia.org/articles/education/oxford-college-emory-university
https://www.georgiaencyclopedia.org/articles/education/emory-university
https://www.georgiaencyclopedia.org/articles/education/emory-university
https://www.georgiaencyclopedia.org/articles/counties-cities-neighborhoods/athens
https://www.georgiaencyclopedia.org/articles/arts-culture/baptists-overview
https://www.georgiaencyclopedia.org/articles/counties-cities-neighborhoods/greensboro
https://www.georgiaencyclopedia.org/articles/counties-cities-neighborhoods/greene-county
https://www.georgiaencyclopedia.org/articles/counties-cities-neighborhoods/oglethorpe-county
https://www.georgiaencyclopedia.org/articles/counties-cities-neighborhoods/oglethorpe-county
https://www.georgiaencyclopedia.org/articles/history-archaeology/slavery-antebellum-georgia
https://www.georgiaencyclopedia.org/articles/history-archaeology/civil-war-georgia-overview
https://www.georgiaencyclopedia.org/articles/history-archaeology/civil-war-georgia-overview
https://www.georgiaencyclopedia.org/articles/history-archaeology/shermans-march-sea
https://www.georgiaencyclopedia.org/articles/government-politics/joseph-e-brown-1821-1894
https://www.georgiaencyclopedia.org/articles/counties-cities-neighborhoods/savannah
https://www.georgiaencyclopedia.org/articles/counties-cities-neighborhoods/rome
https://www.georgiaencyclopedia.org/articles/counties-cities-neighborhoods/montgomery-county
https://www.georgiaencyclopedia.org/articles/counties-cities-neighborhoods/screven-county
https://www.georgiaencyclopedia.org/articles/counties-cities-neighborhoods/screven-county
https://www.georgiaencyclopedia.org/articles/arts-culture/patrick-hues-mell-1814-1888
https://www.georgiaencyclopedia.org/articles/arts-culture/patrick-hues-mell-1814-1888
http://www.sbc.net
http://www.namb.net
http://www.imb.org
http://www.gabaptist.org
http://mellbapt.com
http://christianindex.org


 

Food Pantry 2019 
 January   Liberty   
 February   Tifton, First 
 March    
 April    
 May   New River 
 June   Unity 
 July 
 August   Eastside 
 September   
 October   Northside 
 November 
 December 
 

The Food Pantry served 7 households in December. 
   

  If your church would like to sponsor the Food Pantry for 
a month in 2019, give us a call at 229-386-0865 and let us 

know which month you would like to have. 

Churches wishing to inform the public of upcoming 
events, please forward the information about the event 
to our office via email or snail-mail so that it will arrive 
by the 20th of each month for inclusion in the  
newsletter. 

Our mailing address is: 
Mell Baptist Association 

P.O. Box 1547 
Tifton, GA  31793 

mellbapt@friendlycity.net.  Or call (229) 386-0865 

CELEBRATIONS 

February 

Birthdays 

  5 Allison Tucker  Liberty 

14  Louellen Parker  Brushy Creek 

21  Jeanne Love  Crossview 

23 Andy Ring  Salem 

Anniversaries 

13 Rev/Mrs. Fred Evers Northside 

 

Pastor/Staff Anniversaries 

  1 Wayne Roe  FBC. Tifton 

  9 Greg Love  Crossview 

18 William Fogarty Unity 

 

March 

Birthdays 

  1 Rodney Owens  FBC, Ty Ty 

15  Lynn Owens  FBC, Ty Ty 

16  Justin Devereaux FBC, Ty Ty 

   

Anniversaries 

14  Rev/Mrs. Andy Ring Salem  

17 Rev/Mrs. Sam Jones Northside 

   

Pastor/Staff Anniversaries 

   2 Steve Tucker  Liberty 

28 Susan Harriman  Victory 

   

 

2018 Food Pantry Report 

 

  January    Liberty 

  February   FBC, Tifton 

  March    Zion Hope 

  April     

  May    Oak Grove 

  June    Unity 

  July    FBC, Chula 

  August    Eastside 

  September   FBC, Ty Ty 

  October    New River 

  November   Northside 

  December   Brookfield 

 

For the year we served 223 families/individuals averaging 19 per 

month. 

Based on a conservative value of $70 worth of food per client our 

churches provided $15,610.00 to feed the needy of our area in 

2018. 

Praise the Lord!  A huge thank you to our churches and their vol-

unteers for their faithfulness in this ministry!    

STUDENTS ON FIRE 2019 

The 2019 Students on Fire youth evangelism/discipleship weekend 
is quickly approaching!  Please mark your calendars for MARCH 
8TH & 9TH (Friday & Saturday) at the Turner County Civic Cen-
ter in Ashburn.   This is open to students in Middle School, High 
School, and up!!!  Doors open at 6:15 for registration. The event is   
sponsored by the Turner Baptist Association.  

This year, Ricky Smith with the Georgia Baptist Mission Board 
will be our speaker.  Worship will be lead by the very talented band 
Julian Drive. We will also have breakout sessions, games, and 2 
meals – because youth love to eat.  

For more information, visit our website at www.studentsonfire.com 
or contact Jonathan Perry at jonthanperry@fbcashburn.com or 229-
567-9320.   Pre-register TODAY!   

mailto:mellbapt@friendlycity.net
http://www.studentsonfire.com/
mailto:jonthanperry@fbcashburn.com
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 817 North Central Ave. 
 P.O. Box 1547 
 Tifton, GA  31793 
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 PH:  229-386-0865 
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Baptist Collegiate Ministries 

Club Advisor 
Penny Chesnut 

ABAC 595 
2802 Moore Highway 

Tifton, GA 31793-2601 
(229) 382-8708 

 

Mell Monthly Financial 

(December, 2018) 

  Budget Needs:  $9,718.09   

  Funds Received $6,767.75 

  Expenses:  $8,076.67 

   

 2018 YTD Contributions $100,450.56 

 2018 YTD Expenses  $102,583.09 

 2018 YTD Budget  $116,617.00   

             

 

WINTER SUPPER LIST 2018 

  Jan. 14  Student’s Home Church 
  Jan. 28  BCM event 

  Feb.  4  Crossview 
  Feb. 13  Brookfield 
  Feb. 18  First Baptist Tifton 
  Feb. 25  Lenox 
  Mar.  4  Enigma 
  Mar. 11  Eastside 
  Mar. 25  BCM event 
  Apr.   1  Northside 

  Apr.   8  Zion Hope 
  Apr. 15  New River 
  Apr. 25  BCM event on campus 
 

 Please let me know if you need to make changes. 
 We are thankful for your hard work! 

BCM News 

I had the privilege this past week to celebrate 

the two year salvation anniversary of one of the 

BCM students.  She came down to the BCM 

two years ago with one of our young men and 

was very upset.  From what he could gather, 

she wanted to know more about a relationship 

with Christ.  We talked and the more we talked 

I realized she did not even know who Adam 

and Eve was.  So, we started from creation and 

went all the way to the fact that Jesus is coming 

back soon.  During our talk she realized who 

God was and that she needed Him in her life.  

She had sought after satisfaction in the ways of 

the world and realized that was not all it was 

cracked up to be. 

As we talked about her journey, it had some 
rocky roads.  She would take two steps forward 
and one back it seemed for the longest time.  
But, as she learned more and more about Christ 
and who He was and that He was worthy of her 
worship and her all, you began to see a change 
in her life.  On the day we met, she was going 
to lead a DNOW for the first time and was   
excited to share with youth what God had 
taught her through the past two years.  While 
we met she discussed her family and how they 
did not know God and how her heart broke for 
them.  She was also visibly upset about her 
friends who chose to live the way of the world 
instead of choosing a life with Christ.  Her 
heart is broken over the lost.  As we talked I 
was reminded over the love and power of God 
in a life.  I look at her life and see how He   
pursued her by placing Christians in her life 
and pointing her ever so gently toward His 
love, forgiveness, and mercy.  This young girl 
is only 20 and there is no telling who she will 
touch in the years to come with the gospel!  
Because you prayed, gave financially, or     
provided food to BCM, you played a part in 
this salvation and the outcome of her life!  
Thank you so much! 

Penny 



MELL BAPTIST ASSOCIATION PRAYER UPDATE 

Volume 3, Number 1, February 2019 

Urgent Prayer 

1. Pray for a spirit of prayer to sweep through our churches that would usher in true repentance and revival. 

 

Local  

 1.  Pray for our Purpose to become a reality: "Mell Baptist Association exits to encourage churches, strengthen churches, 

and partner with churches to reach people with the Gospel of Jesus Christ. " 

 2.  We are praying for our churches and pastors per an alphabetical list of churches. Pray this time for Unity Baptist 

Church (William Fogarty, pastor), Victory Baptist Church (Jay Kimbro, pastor), and Vietnamese Mission (Kiet Le, 

pastor). 

 3.  Pray for the churches without pastors: Eldorado, Lenox, New River, Oak Grove, and Zion Hope. 

 4.  Pray for our city and county officials in Tift, Cook, and Berrien Counties. 

 5.  Pray for our schools, colleges, boards of education, superintendents, principals, teachers, and students.  

 6.  Pray for the lost in your family and your circle of influence (work, school, recreation, neighborhood, etc.). 

 7.  Pray for unity in the body of Christ in our association and surrounding area. 

 8.  Pray for the monthly meetings of the Encouraging/Strengthening Team, Evangelism/Missions Team, and  

       Administrative Tea.                     

 9.  Pray for the Mell Baptist Association staff (Tom Hocutt and Charlene Fogarty). 

10. Pray for the Baptist Campus Ministry at ABAC and Penny Chesnut as she leads. 

13. Pray for the possibility and preparation for a Will Graham Evangelistic Crusade in Tifton in the Spring of 2020. 

14. Pray for the Mell Executive Committee Meeting on February 28. 

 

State 

1.  Pray for our state government officials. 

2.  Pray for the Georgia Baptist Mission Board: its Executive Director (Thomas Hammond), its ministries, and other 

State Missionaries. 

 

Nation 

1.  Pray for our national government leaders. 

2.  Pray for the North American Mission Board, its president (Kevin Ezell), staff, and its missionaries. 

3.  Pray for the Southern Baptist Convention; Augie Boto, Acting CEO of the Executive Committee; and J. D. Grear, 

SBC President. 

4.  Pray for the revival of God's people and the spiritual awakening of our nation and the world. 

5.  Pray for the protection and support of our law enforcement, fire fighters, and EMS personnel. 

 

World 

1.  Pray for the International Mission Board--its president (Paul Chitwood), staff, and missionaries. 

2.  Pray for the 1.6 billion Muslims of the world that they would come to an understanding of who Jesus Christ is. 

3.  Pray for the Gospel of Christ to be shared to the unreached people groups in the world. 

4.  Pray for the protection of Israel, wisdom for Israel as they deal with their enemies, and for the peace of Jerusalem. 

5.  Pray for protection for our armed forces in Afghanistan, Iraq, Syria, and around the globe. 

6. Pray that the people of Afghanistan, Iraq, Syria, and North Korea would have stable governments and that they 

would have an opportunity to hear the Gospel and respond.                                                                                               

7.  Pray for the persecuted Christians of the world. 

 

ANSWERS TO PRAYER 

  1.  Praise the Lord for every church in the association contributing to the association last year a total of $100,450.56 and 
for the extra resources to be able to cover the $102,563.09 expenses for the year! 


