
Planning Ahead 
 

August 1 
Prayer Walking at Schools 

 
August 3-9 

Pray Georgia  
 

August 18 
Mell Ministers’ Meeting 

 
August 20 

Mell Evangelism/Mission Team 
 

August 25 
Mell Encouraging/Strengthening 

Team 
 

August 27 
Mell Admin. Team 

 
August 28 

Spark Conference 
 

September 7 
Labor Day (Office closed) 

 
September 15 

Mell Ministers’ Meeting 
 

September 17 
Mell Evangelism/Mission Team 

 
September 20 

Baptism Sunday 
 

September 22 
Mell Encouraging/Strengthening 

Team 
 

September 24 
Mell Administrative Team 

 

 

The Mell Baptist Association exists to Encourage Churches, Strengthen Churches, and Partner 
with Churches to Reach People with the Gospel of Jesus Christ. 

 
Established 1887. 

 www.mellbapt.com           August, 2020 
Check us out on Facebook 

  

 

ANNUAL TRUCKLOADING 

benefitting 

The Mell Baptist Association is collecting: Salsa (mild and medium), 
salad dressings (ranch, Italian, and thousand island), Dawn dishwash-

ing soap, instant mashed potatoes, and canned mixed vegetables .  
Gift Cards are always appreciated! 

Collection Information:  

September 14-17, 2020 

Association Office 

817 N. Central Avenue 

Tifton, GA  31794 

Questions? Please contact the Association/Church office or Charlie Koehl at            

770-463-3800 or ckoehl@gbchfm.org 



AM THOUGHTS 

 
In an article on ChurchAnswers.com entitled “!5 Characteristics of a Genu-

inely Friendly Church” Thom Ranier gave the following characteristics. He 

says that a church would need to be characterized by at least 12 of the 15 to 

be classified as a genuinely friendly church. How many would your church 

be characterized by? 

1.  They are intentional about being friendly. Warmth and friendliness are 
clear values of these churches. They are articulated regularly. All organiza-
tions, including churches, naturally drift toward an inward focus unless they 
are otherwise intentional. 
2.  The leaders model warmth, humility, and friendliness. The friendliness 
is not contrived or phony. These leaders have prayerfully become genuinely 
friendly men and women. 
3.  The leaders are clear that genuine friendliness is more than a brief 
stand and greet time in a worship service. The efficacy of a stand and greet 
time has been debated extensively in a previously published article. Regard-
less of a church’s decision in this practice, leaders in GFCs were adamant 
that true hospitality and friendliness extends beyond a two-minute welcome 
time. 
4.  GFCs utilize a secret guest at least twice a year. One small church of 
which I am aware budgets $100 a year for a secret guest. They pay the guest 
with a $50 gift card to come to the church and provide feedback on their ex-
perience. I call this process “looking in the mirror” because it gives the 
church a real opportunity to see itself as others do. 
5.  GFCs had a guest friendly website. The website typically set the tone 
for a guest. If it did not have obvious information for a guest, such as worship 
times and addresses, the guest came to the church with a more negative dis-
position. 
6.  The church has clear signage. Far too many churches lack this signage. 
They assume that everyone knows where everything is. First-time guests 
know nothing about the church or its different facilities. 
7.  GFCs have a well-organized greeters’ ministry. They have greeters in 
the parking lot, greeters in the entrances, and greeters in other strategic loca-
tions inside. Many GFCs utilize newer members in this ministry. 
8.  These churches have clear information places. It may be something as 
simple as a well-marked table manned by a member of the church. The sign-
age points clearly to the information table, booth, or kiosk. 
9.  GFCs have clean and neat buildings. It is amazing how much a clean 
facility adds to the positive mood of a guest. It is equally amazing how few 
churches pay attention to this issue. 
10.  They have a guest feedback process. To the best of their ability, GFCs 
follow up with guests to get feedback on their experiences. They also encour-
age the guests to be open and frank in the feedback. 
11.  The children’s area is clearly safe and sanitary. Don’t expect young 
parents to return if the church does not give clear attention to this matter. 
12.  The majority of church members in GFCs are involved in the com-
munity. They thus exude genuine friendliness in the worship services be-
cause they are regularly connecting with non-church members other days of 
the week. 
13.  Small groups are highly intentional about reaching people beyond 
their own groups. Thus when these group members are in a worship service, 
they are already accustomed to reaching out beyond those with whom they 
already have relationships. 
14.  GFCs have new member classes that emphasize the responsibilities 
and expectations of church members. Members are thus more apt to look 
beyond their own preferences to serve others. That attitude shows up in the 
worship services. 
15.  GFCs demonstrate an awareness of and sensitivity to COVID-19 
concerns. This issue will likely be around for a while. 
     Don’t forget the Annual Truckloading for the Baptist Children’s Home 
September 14-17. This is a great project for a church during this time of pan-
demic! See the front of  the newsletter for more information. 
 
Tom 

Useful Links: 

Southern Baptist Convention 
http://www.sbc.net/ 

 

North American Mission Board 
http://www.namb.net/ 

 

International Mission Board 
http://www.imb.org/ 

 

Georgia Baptist Mission Board 
https://gabaptist.org/ 

 

Mell Baptist Association 
http://mellbapt.com/ 

 

Christian Index 
http://christianindex.org 

COMMUNITY NEWS 

 
How would you like a one-stop conference for all your 
ministry leaders … no matter what they lead in your 
church? 
 
Join us online August 28 for the SPARK Conference! 
 
SPARK is a 100% online conference you can attend from 
anywhere. 
 
Casting Crowns will be LIVE to kick it off. 
 
Then we’ll have three LIVE keynotes and over 50 breakout 
sessions! 
 
Who’s SPARK for? 
The pastor and anyone who leads any ministry in your 
church! 
 
What’s the purpose of SPARK? 
Strengthening your church to launch disciple making 
movements 
 
Where is SPARK held? 
Online 
 
When is the “Live portion” of SPARK? 
 
August 28, then you get three weeks of access to all record-
ed content! Did we mention bonus content will be released 
August 29? 
 
What’s the cost to attend SPARK? 
$0 
 
Don’t miss this convenient, high-impact opportunity to join 
thousands of pastor and leaders in getting up-to-date train-
ing. Learn how to minister during and post-COVID in your 
local church in 2020 and beyond! 
 
For more information or to register go to: 
https:/gabaptist.org/thesparkconference.com 

https://churchanswers.com/blog/church-stop-stand-greet-time/
http://www.sbc.net
http://www.namb.net
http://www.imb.org
http://www.gabaptist.org
http://mellbapt.com
http://christianindex.org


 

 
Food Pantry 2020 

 
 August   Eastside 
 September  New River 
 October   Brookfield 
 November  Northside 
 December  Brighton Road 
 

Food Pantry 2021 
 
 January   Liberty 
 February    
 March    
 April    
 May     
 June 
 July 
 

The Food Pantry served 13 households in June. 
 

  If your church would like to sponsor the Food Pantry for 
a month in 2021, give us a call at 229-386-0865 and let us 

know which month you would like to have. 

Churches wishing to inform the public of upcoming events, 
please forward the information about the event to our office 
via email or snail-mail so that it will arrive by the 20th of 
each month for inclusion in the  newsletter. 

Our mailing address is: 
Mell Baptist Association 

P.O. Box 1547 
Tifton, GA  31793 

mellbapt@friendlycity.net.  Or call (229) 386-0865 

CELEBRATIONS 

    

August 

Birthdays 

20  Leslie Broome  Northside 

21  Brian Broome  Northside 

25   Nancy Hughes  FBC, Tifton 

27   Wayne Roe  FBC, Tifton 

 

Anniversaries 

  3  Rev/Mrs. Steve Davis Brookfield 

  4  Rev/Mrs. Wayne Roe FBC, Tifton 

  7  Rev/Mrs. Darryl McHan Alapaha 

 

Pastor/Staff Anniversaries 

  1  John Werner  Lakeview 

 

September 

Birthdays 

  2  Cindy Evers             Northside 

20   Susan Roe             FBC, Tifton 

25   Jimmy Parker              Brushy Creek 

 

Anniversaries 

14   Rev/Mrs. John Werner Lakeview 

21   Rev/Mrs. Kevin Kilgore Northside 

 

Pastor/Staff Anniversaries 

10  Allen Mullis  Omega 

Pray for Our Schools 

Mell Baptist Association Prayer Walking 

Our Schools 

Saturday, August 1, 2020 at 9AM 

Everyone invited to participate 

Please choose a school near your church or one that your church 

members children/grandchildren attend.  There may be others 

praying there also.  Join them or pray separately 

Pleas let Tom Hocutt (thocutt@gmail.com) know what school you 

prayer walked, how many were with you and your  church name. 

Suggested Prayer Guide: 

Pray that children be able to learn the things they need to learn. 

Pray for protection from weapons, alcohol. Sexual activity, hate, envy, 

jealousy, greed, and selfishness. 

Pray for the parents of the children. 

Pray for their homes, that God will remove violence and replace it with 

His Love and that the Holy Spirit will dwell there. 

Pray for the administrators and teachers to experience God’s leadership as 

they teach and discipline. 

Pray that God will protect them. 

Pray for the lunchroom workers, custodians, and other school staff. 

Pray for teachers and students who are unbelievers, that they might come 

to know the Lord. 

Pray for protection on the playgrounds, as young people gather there. 

Pray for the school bus driver and their precious cargo.  There is a great 

need for intercession in this area. 

Pray for protection from evil for the school and everyone there. 

mailto:mellbapt@friendlycity.net
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Mell Monthly Financial 

(June, 2020)  

   

  Funds Received: $8,885.48  

  Expenses:  $7,510.41 

  Budget Needs:  $9,776.00  
     

             

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BCM News 

   Paul talked a lot about making the most of oppor-

tunities and that is what we have been saying around 

the BCM.  This semester we know that things are 

planned to start and end by Thanksgiving, but who 

knows if we will make it that long.  We have been 

talking about the fact that we have no idea how long 

we will have with new roommates, the person next 

to you in class, and the person you know who is 

struggling with their faith.  Many students will be 

struggling dealing with the uncertainty of things and 

this makes their heart more willing to listen to the 

hope of Christ so much more than normal!  The 

opportunities will be there, and we must be a willing 

vessel for Christ to use.  Please pray for us that we 

will do that.  Once school starts, we have no idea 

how long it will be before COVID may shut us 

down, so we must try to be very intentional with 

those around us.  We do not have time to be distract-

ed with junk.  Please pay we will stay close to Christ 

and be willing to be God’s hand and feet on campus.   

We have plans for how we will reach out and know 

that these plans could change at a moment’s notice.  

For us to reach anyone this semester we must rely 

totally on God.  Please pray that we will stay close 

to the VINE and realize we can do nothing without 

Him!  This semester will truly be a great adventure 

of faith! 

Ladies, you have been so sweet to fix meals for us 

every year and in the months to come we will most 

likely reach out to you, but right now we are not 

sure what we can do as far as food.   I will let you 

know if things change.   

Also, we have about 10 bikes to offer to new stu-

dents especially, International students.  These bikes 

will open doors for us to minister to them.  Thank 

you so much for being willing to help with this pro-

ject.   

I have a student who is witnessing to a neighbor and 
needs prayer.  God is working on her friend’s heart 

and she is asking all kinds of questions about God.  
Please pray that her friend will realize that is our sin 
that separates us from God and that if we confess 

our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us.  Please 
pray she will one day give her life to Christ.   

 

Penny 

 All BCM meals will be canceled since school is can-
celed for the rest of the year.   



MELL BAPTIST ASSOCIATION PRAYER UPDATE 

Volume 4, Number 7, August 2020 
 

Urgent Prayer Needs 
 1.  Pray for a spirit of prayer to sweep through our churches that would usher in true repentance and revival.  

 2.  Pray for those infected by the coronavirus and protection for those of us not infected so far. 

 3.  Pray for the doctors, nurses, and other hospital staff at local hospitals treating those infected and other patients.  

 4.  Pray for the families of those that have lost loved ones to Covid-19. 

 5.  Pray for churches to keep safe as they continue to meet in person and wisdom as they consider opening other church activities. 

 

Local  
 1.  Pray for our Purpose to become a reality: "Mell Baptist Association exits to encourage churches, strengthen churches, and part-

ner with churches to reach people with the Gospel of Jesus Christ. " 

 2.  We are praying for our churches and pastors per an alphabetical list of churches. Pray this time for Northside Baptist Church 

(Fred Evers, pastor), Oak Grove Baptist Church (Gary Cadwell, interim pastor), and Omega Baptist Church (Allen Mullis, pas-

tor).  

 3.  Pray for the churches without pastors: Eldorado, New River, and Oak Grove (has called pastor, but not on field yet).  

 4.  Pray for our city and county officials in Tift, Cook, and Berrien Counties. 

 5.  Pray for our schools, colleges, boards of education, superintendents, principals, teachers, and students.  

 6.  Pray for the lost in your family and your circle of influence (work, school, recreation, neighborhood, etc.). 

 7.  Pray for unity in the body of Christ in our association and surrounding area. 

 8.  Pray for the monthly meetings of the Encouraging/Strengthening Team, Evangelism/Missions Team, and Administrative Team.  

 9.  Pray for the Mell Baptist Association staff (Tom Hocutt and Charlene Fogarty). 

10.  Pray for the Baptist Campus Ministry at ABAC and Penny Chesnut as she leads. 

11. Pray for wisdom for BGEA, the Celebration Leadership Team, Bob & Kristin Hickling (Celebration Director), and Will              

        Graham, as they work to reschedule the Tiftarea Celebration with Will Graham. 

12. Pray for the Annual Truckloading for the Baptist Children’s Home September 14-17. 
 

State 
 1.  Pray for our state government officials. 

 2.  Pray for the Georgia Baptist Mission Board: its Executive Director (Thomas Hammond), its ministries, and staff.  

 3.  Pray for our GBMB Southwest Regional Consultants: Samuel Ayala (Missions), P. J. Dunn (Discipleship), Chris Reynolds 

(Pastor Wellness), and Tim Williams (Evangelism). 

 4.  Pray for the Spark Conference (formerly GoGeorgia) August 28 online. 

 

Nation 
 1.  Pray for our national government leaders. 

 2.  Pray for the North American Mission Board, its president (Kevin Ezell), staff, and its missionaries. 

 3.  Pray for the Southern Baptist Convention; Ronnie Floyd, CEO of the Executive Committee; and J. D. Grear, SBC President.  

 4.  Pray for the revival of God's people and the spiritual awakening of our nation and the world. 

 5.  Pray for the protection and support of our law enforcement, fire fighters, and EMS personnel. 

 
 

World 
 1.  Pray for the International Mission Board--its president (Paul Chitwood), staff, and missionaries. 

 2.  Pray for the 1.8 billion Muslims of the world that they would come to an understanding of who Jesus Christ is.  

 3.  Pray for the Gospel of Christ to be shared to the unreached people groups in the world. 

 4.  Pray for the protection of Israel, wisdom for Israel as they deal with their enemies, and for the peace of Jerusalem.  

 5.  Pray for protection for our armed forces in Afghanistan, Iraq, Syria, and around the globe. 

 6.  Pray that the people of Afghanistan, Iraq, Syria, and North Korea would have stable governments and that they would have an 

opportunity to hear the Gospel and respond. 

 7.  Pray for the persecuted Christians of the world. 
 

 

ANSWERS TO PRAYER 
Praise the Lord for the fourteen from 9 of our churches who attended the Executive Committee Meeting July 9  


