Planning Ahead
November 1

Encouraging/Strengthening Team

November 7
Pastor’s Prayer Time
November 8
Ministers’ Luncheon

Week of
for International
Missions
Week
ofPrayer
Prayer
f
and the Lottie Moon Christmas Offering
YoYou5, 2021
December 4-11, 2022

November 10
Evangelism/Missions Team

November 17
Administrative Team
November 21-24

Thanksgiving Break (Office Closed)

November 29

Ministers/Wives Christmas Banquet

December 4-11

Week of Prayer for International
Missions and Lottie Moon
Christmas Offering

December 6

Encouraging/Strengthening Team

December 8
Evangelism/Missions Team
December 12
Pastor’s Prayer Time
December 15
Administrative Team

National Goal: $190,000,000

December 19-January 1

Christmas Break (Office Closed)

January 2
Office Reopens

January 3

Encouraging/Strengthening Team

January 9
Pastor’s Prayer Time
January 19
Evangelism/Missions Team
January 26
Administrative Team

The Mell Baptist Association exists to Encourage Churches, Strengthen Churches, and Partner
with Churches to Reach People with the Gospel of Jesus Christ.

www.mellbapt.com

Established 1887
Like us on Facebook

November-December 2022

AM Thoughts
Praise the Lord that we were able to complete the Home Repair Ministry
project that we did not have the manpower to do in May. On Saturday, October 1, we arrived at the site of the project to find that we did not have the
materials that I had ordered on Wednesday and were delivered on Thursday. Someone had stolen the materials! Through several phone calls, Steve
Davis was able to get in contact with a person at Short and Paulk who confirmed that the materials had been delivered. This person then called another worker, and they gathered our order again and delivered it to the project
site. We were so grateful for these two doing this on their day off (S and P
are closed on Saturday!). We did pay Short and Paulk’s cost for the replacement of the materials. The homeowner was grateful that we repaired her
floors and built her a fifteen foot ramp after delaying her so long. Thank you
for your contributions to the association that made it possible for us to purchase these materials (twice!) and, of course, thanks to the nine men from
four churches who did this labor of love.
We are also praising the Lord for the 72 registered messengers representing 21 churches and the 54 registered guests who attended the 136th
Annual Meeting of the Mell Baptist Association on October 16 at First Baptist Church Ty Ty. There was a mini concert with Rev. Eric Gonzales, lead
singer of Three4One family singing group. Very inspirational! In our Business Session we approved a budget of $115,745 which is a 3% increase over
last year. We also approved the Officers, Team Members, and Leaders for
2022-23. Greg Love, pastor of CrossView Baptist Church, was elected Moderator and Steve Davis, pastor of Brookfield Baptist Church, was elected Associate Moderator. The 2022 Book of Reports was approved as printed. You
may pick up a copy at the office if you want one.
In the Worship Service we heard testimonies from our Mell Mission
Trips—Jennifer Harnage (Brushy Creek) about the Rogersville Mission Trip
and Jeanne Love (CrossView) about the Mexico Mission Trip. Our music was
led by Rev. Eric Gonzales, and he also presented a wonderful message in
song, ”Midnight Cry,” before the preaching. Rev. Thomas Hammond, Executive Director, Georgia Baptist Mission Board, presented a challenging message from Acts 3:1-10 sharing three Characteristics of Difference Makers
(Peter and John)—they see needs of others, they get involved, and they step
out in faith.
Many thanks to First Baptist Church Ty Ty for hosting us. They did a great
job! The Annual Meeting was a wonderful time of our churches being together conducting the business of the association and worshipping together
as the larger body of Christ. Remember that we are better together!

CHURCH NEWS
Liberty Baptist Church is seeking a

bi-vocational Minister of Music. Must be able to
read and teach music, and, preferably, be able to
play an instrument. Salary is negotiable.
Contact Pastor Steve Tucker, (229) 450-4553 or
email to: libertytifton@gmail.com
Omega Baptist Church is looking for a parttime Music Leader. This is a paid position. Contact Pastor Allen Mullis (229-848-1888) or email
to: omegabaptistchurch@mediacombb.net
First Baptist Church of Chula is seeking a
pastor who will be responsible for proclaiming
the gospel of Jesus Christ, engaging in pastoral
care of our members and our community, and
providing administrative leadership in all areas
of our church. Email resumes to pastorsearch@fbcchula.com or mail them to 30 Academy Drive, Chula, GA 31733.
First Baptist Church Donalsonville is looking
for a full-time Associate Pastor of Music & Worship. He will prov ide pastoral leadership to our
music and worship ministries, and to the church
at large. A more detailed job description is available upon request. All interested candidates
should send resumes to michael.wingertsahn@fbcdonalsonville.com or
mailed to P.O. Box 81 Donalsonville, Ga 39845.
For questions contact the church office at 229524-2166.
Churches wishing to inform the public of upcoming events,
please send the information about the event to our office by
the 20th in order for it to be included in the newsletter.
Our mailing address is:
Mell Baptist Association
P.O. Box 1547
Tifton, GA 31793
mellbapt@friendlycity.net. Or call (229) 386-0865

Operation Christmas Child 2022
Collection Week: November 14-21
Order free materials at samaritanspurse.org

Note: Central Drop Off Location:
Eastside Baptist
For more information or if you would like to
volunteer, call Richard Gaines at 326-9213

Tom

Help collect shoeboxes from our area so that children and their families can experience God's love
and salvation in Christ!

CELEBRATION

USEFUL LINKS:

NOVEMBER
Birthdays
12 Rev. Kiet Le
13 Rev. Benji Rowland
30 Edna Ruth Gilbert

Vietnamese Mission
Journey
New River

6

Anniversaries
Rev/Mrs. Steve Tucker

8

Church Anniversaries
Rev. Jimmy Parker (2006)

8
10
11
15
23
24
29

DECEMBER
Birthdays
Rev. John Werner
Rev. Keith Norris
Rev. Barry Cook
Rev. Matt Strevel
Rev. Steve Tucker
Nerily Lopez
Rev. Jay Kimbro

Lakeview
Eastside
FBC Tifton
The Road
Liberty
Vida Abundante
Victory

Anniversaries
2 Rev/Mrs. Jay Kimbro
18 Rev/Mrs. Allen Mullis

Victory
Omega

Church Anniversaries
2 Rev. Jay Kimbro (2018)
28 Les Gilbert (2002)
JANUARY
Birthdays
15 Rev. John Hughes
18 Rev. Steve Davis

Liberty
Brushy Creek

Victory
New River

FBC Tifton
Brookfield

4

Anniversaries
Rev/Mrs. Cory Hand

Zion Hope

1
3
8

Church Anniversaries
Rev. Keith Norris (2017)
Rev. Benji Rowland (2010)
Rev. Steve Davis (2018)

Eastside
Journey
Brookfield

HELP WANTED!
The Mell Baptist Association is seeking a person to
fill the responsibilities of the Administrative Assistant. This is a part-time position (16 hours per
week). The pay is $15 per hour. Responsibilities
include effective use of QuickBooks, MS Outlook,
MS Publisher, MS Word, and MS Access. This person needs people skills to relate to the public. This
person will act as Clerk and Treasurer of the Association taking minutes of meetings and taking care
of the finances of the association. Our office hours
are Monday-Thursday 8:00 am to 4:00 pm. Would
prefer the Administrative Assistant work 8 am to
noon (4 hours) the four days a week, but that is
flexible. For more information contact Tom Hocutt
at thocutt@gmail.com or call 229-733-8911 .

Southern Baptist
Convention
http://www.sbc.net/
North American Mission Board
http://www.namb.net/
International Mission Board
http://www.imb.org/

Georgia Baptist Mission Board
https://gabaptist.org/
Mell Baptist Association
http://mellbapt.com/
Christian Index
http://christianindex.org

Food Pantry 2022
The Food Pantry Served 38 in September!
Schedule for 2022
October
November
December
January
February
March
April
May
June

Brookfield
Northside
Brighton Road

Proposed Schedule for 2023
Liberty
July
Eastside
FBC Tifton August
FBC Chula
Zion Hope
September
FBC Ty Ty
Oak Grove
October
Brookfield
Salem
November
Northside
New River
December
Brighton Road

Let the office know ASAP if there is a problem with this
schedule.

Non-Profit Organization
U.S. Postage Paid
Tifton, GA 31794
Permit No. 18

Mell Baptist Association
817 North Central Ave.
P.O. Box 1547
Tifton, GA 31793

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

PH: 229-386-0865
mellbapt@friendlycity.net
www.mellbapt.com

BCM NEWS
We have had a busy semester so far. Two weeks ago, we had a
student get baptized at a local church and on the day she got baptized, a gentleman who had been instrumental in working on the
BCM building passed away. What a legacy for him. The very place he
worked to build was the place this young lady heard the gospel and
later accepted Christ. It just sends goose bumps all over me, as I
think, he is now at home in heaven as she begins her life with Christ
on this earth sharing the good news. Just like he helped make it
possible for her to have a place to go to hear the gospel, you folks
who cook, pray, give financially, and just encourage me when we
happen to meet; you also are playing parts in the salvations of souls!
Another student went this week to talk with her pastor about
joining the church and being baptized. She was saved in the spring
and now understands the need to be baptized and join with a local
church. Her parents will be coming so pray this event will speak to
them and encourage them to return to church. I also talked with
another student who was baptized as a baby, and she talked about
how she now feels that since she accepted Christ she needs to be
baptized and join a church in Tifton. Pray for her as she seeks a
church to join.
A young girl in our BCM has really developed a heart for the lost
and has been bringing a lost friend to BCM. You do not think there
are people in Tifton who have no real idea about who Christ is but
there are! This young girl does not know about Adam and Eve and
very little about Christ. Please pray that over time, the Holy Spirit will
speak to her, she will listen, accept, and become a follower of Christ.
She is seeking something – she is just not quite aware that what she
is seeking is a relationship with God. Please pray for her and wisdom
for those who are in her path and can reach out to her.
I have another student who has asked God to bring people to her
and it has been amazing what God has done. She had two students
in a class ask to speak to her about God. She went to coffee with
them and while there, realized they did not have a Bible and when
she said she would pray for them they said that no one had ever
prayed for them that they knew about! This broke her heart. We
immediately got them a Bible and she is continuing to reach out to
them. The semester will be ending in a month and a half so please
pray that she will be diligent in reaching out to them. Pray their
hearts will soften and that they will begin to develop and understanding of who Christ is and that other Christians will reach out to them.
We also need prayer because Satan is distracting so many students
in their walk with Christ. We have many who at one time were very
active and strong in their faith and now due to relationships have
drifted in their walk. Pray they will be convicted, repent, and get on
fire for Christ again! We had a Relationship Weekend this past weekend and it was eye opening to see how affected Christian young
people are by the world. This is probably the biggest hinderance to a
young person’s life. They need wisdom in knowing how to date godly
instead of worldly, and how to choose an equally yoked relationship!
I was amazed at what little some knew. Please talk to your young
people about dating especially. They need to hear about godly relationships because the world is screaming to them about what it
thinks, and it is definitely not godly thinking!

Penny

FALL SUPPER LIST 2022-23

NOV. 7 - Calvary
NOV. 14 – Mt. Zion
NOV. 21 – BCM Friendsgiving
NOV. 28 — Crossview

Please let me know if you would
like to serve a meal for the spring
semester. If you need to make
changes, please let me know. We
are thankful for your hard
work! We could not do this without you!

JAN. 23 — BCM
JAN. 30 — BCM
FEB. 6 — Northside

Baptist Collegiate Ministries
Club Advisor
Penny Chesnut
ABAC 595
2802 Moore Highway
Tifton, GA 31793-2601
229-848-0755
229-382-8708

Mell Monthly Financial
September 2022
Funds Received:
$12,231.74
Actual Budgeted Expenses: $10,456.63
Budget Needs:
$ 9,360.41

MELL BAPTIST ASSOCIATION PRAYER UPDATE
Volume 6, Number 10, November-December 2022

Urgent Prayer Needs
1. Pray for a spirit of prayer to sweep through our churches that would usher in true repentance and real revival.
Local
1. Pray for our Purpose to become a reality: "Mell Baptist Association exits to encourage churches, strengthen churches, and
partner with churches to reach people with the Gospel of Jesus Christ”.
2. We are praying for our churches and pastors per an alphabetical list of churches. Pray this time for Brushy Creek Baptist
Church (Jimmy Parker, pastor), Calvary Baptist Church (Glenn Ford, pastor), and CrossView Baptist Church
(Greg Love, pastor).
3. Pray for the churches without pastors: Alapaha, FB Chula, FB Ty Ty, and Salem.
4. Pray for our city and county officials in Tift, Cook, and Berrien Counties.
5. Pray for our schools, colleges, boards of education, superintendents, principals, teachers, and students.
6. Pray for the lost in your family and your circle of influence (work, school, recreation, neighborhood, etc.).
7. Pray for unity in the body of Christ in our association and surrounding area.
8. Pray for the monthly meetings of our teams: Encouraging/Strengthening, Evangelism/Missions, and Administrative.
9. Pray for the Mell Baptist Association Associational Missionary, Tom Hocutt, and a new Administrative Assistant.
10. Pray for the Baptist Collegiate Ministry at ABAC, Penny Chesnut (especially her recovery) as she continues to lead, and her
replacement who will begin in January!
State and U.S.
1. Pray for our state government officials.
2. Pray for the Georgia Baptist Mission Board: its Executive Director (Thomas Hammond), its staff, its ministries, and our
GBMB Southwest Regional Consultants: Samuel Ayala (Missions), Ovidia Cabrera (Hispanic Ministry), Tim Kilgore (Next
Gen), Chris Reynolds (Pastor Wellness), Ray Sullivan (Discipleship), and Steve Foster (Evangelism).
3. Pray for our national government leaders.
4. Pray for the North American Mission Board, its president (Kevin Ezell), staff, and its missionaries.
5. Pray for the Southern Baptist Convention; Interim CEO, Willie McLaurin, of the Executive Committee; and Burt Barber, SBC
President.
6. Pray for the revival of God's people and the spiritual awakening of our nation and the world.
7. Pray for the protection and support of our law enforcement, fire fighters, and EMS personnel.
8. Pray for the Georgia Baptist Convention’s Annual Meeting November 14-15 in Augusta.
9. Pray for the national election on November 8.

World
1. Pray for the International Mission Board--its president (Paul Chitwood), staff, and missionaries.
2. Pray for the 1.8 billion Muslims of the world that they would come to an understanding of who Jesus Christ is.
3. Pray for the Gospel of Christ to be shared to the unreached people groups in the world.
4. Pray for the protection of Israel, wisdom for Israel as they deal with their enemies, and for the peace of Jerusalem.
5. Pray for protection for our armed forces in Iraq, Syria, and around the globe.
6. Pray that the people of Afghanistan, Iraq, Syria, and North Korea would have stable governments and that they would have
an opportunity to hear the Gospel and respond.
7. Pray for the persecuted Christians of the world especially the believers in Afghanistan.
8. Pray for the cessation of hostilities in Ukraine, the Ukrainian refugees, those ministering to the refugees, and the believers
in Ukraine.
9. Pray for the Week of Prayer for International Missions and the Lottie Moon Christmas Offering December 4-10, 2022.
ANSWERS TO PRAYER
1. Praise the Lord for the 72 registered messengers from 21 churches and 54 registered guests who attended the Mell Annual
Meeting October 16. Praise Him for the good, cooperative spirit of those present! To God be the glory!

MELL BAPTIST ASSOCIATION PRAYER UPDATE
Volume 7, Number 1, January 2023
Urgent Prayer Needs
1. Pray for a spirit of prayer to sweep through our churches that would usher in true repentance and real revival.
Local
1. Pray for our Purpose to become a reality: "Mell Baptist Association exits to encourage churches, strengthen churches, and
partner with churches to reach people with the Gospel of Jesus Christ”.
2. We are praying for our churches and pastors per an alphabetical list of churches. Pray this time for Eastside Baptist
Church (Keith Norris, pastor), Eldorado Baptist Church (Danny Culpepper, pastor), and Enigma Baptist Church
(John Falotico, pastor).
3. Pray for the churches without pastors: Alapaha, FB Chula, FB Ty Ty, and Salem.
4. Pray for our city and county officials in Tift, Cook, and Berrien Counties.
5. Pray for our schools, colleges, boards of education, superintendents, principals, teachers, and students.
6. Pray for the lost in your family and your circle of influence (work, school, recreation, neighborhood, etc.).
7. Pray for unity in the body of Christ in our association and surrounding area.
8. Pray for the monthly meetings of our teams: Encouraging/Strengthening, Evangelism/Missions, and Administrative.
9. Pray for the Mell Baptist Association Associational Missionary, Tom Hocutt, and a new Administrative Assistant.
10. Pray for the Baptist Collegiate Ministry at ABAC, Penny Chesnut and her complete recovery and her replacement who will
begin in January!

State and U.S.
1. Pray for our state government officials.
2. Pray for the Georgia Baptist Mission Board: its Executive Director (Thomas Hammond), its staff, its ministries, and our
GBMB Southwest Regional Consultants: Samuel Ayala (Missions), Ovidia Cabrera (Hispanic Ministry), Tim Kilgore (Next
Gen), Chris Reynolds (Pastor Wellness), Ray Sullivan (Discipleship), and Steve Foster (Evangelism).
3. Pray for our national government leaders.
4. Pray for the North American Mission Board, its president (Kevin Ezell), staff, and its missionaries.
5. Pray for the Southern Baptist Convention; Interim CEO, Willie McLaurin, of the Executive Committee; and Burt Barber, SBC
President.
6. Pray for the revival of God's people and the spiritual awakening of our nation and the world.
7. Pray for the protection and support of our law enforcement, fire fighters, and EMS personnel.
8. Pray for the Georgia Baptist Evangelism Conference February 26-27, 2023, at Central BC, Warner Robins.
World
1. Pray for the International Mission Board--its president (Paul Chitwood), staff, and missionaries.
2. Pray for the 1.8 billion Muslims of the world that they would come to an understanding of who Jesus Christ is.
3. Pray for the Gospel of Christ to be shared to the unreached people groups in the world.
4. Pray for the protection of Israel, wisdom for Israel as they deal with their enemies, and for the peace of Jerusalem.
5. Pray for protection for our armed forces in Iraq, Syria, and around the globe.
6. Pray that the people of Afghanistan, Iraq, Syria, and North Korea would have stable governments and that they would have
an opportunity to hear the Gospel and respond.
7. Pray for the persecuted Christians of the world especially the believers in Afghanistan.
8. Pray for the cessation of hostilities in Ukraine, the Ukrainian refugees, those ministering to the refugees, and the believers
in Ukraine.
ANSWERS TO PRAYER
1. Praise the Lord for His faithfulness even when we are unfaithful!

